O 2352 Raysurny HOB
WasninGgToN D.C. 20515
(202) 225-3536

JamveE HERRERA BEUTLER

3D DisTRICT, SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS e

SuBCOMMITTEE ON LABOR, HEALTH AND O Generar O.0. Howarp House
Human ServicEs, EDUCATION 750 ANDERSON STREET, SUITE B

AND RELATED AGENCIES @Ungreﬁﬁ Uf thB gﬁnii’Bh ﬁféﬂeﬁ VANCOUVER, WA 98661

SUBCOMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND (360) 695-6292

WATER DEVELOPMENT AND RELATED AGENCIES Eﬂﬂuﬁﬁ Uf I{E]Jrﬁﬁ Pl’t’[uﬁ'ucﬁ
U.S. Joint Economic COMMITTEE maﬁhingmrr, E@ 20515-1602 W JHB.HOUSE. GOV
June 7, 2021

Governor Inslee

Office of the Governor

PO Box 40002

Olympia, WA 98504-0002

Dear Governor Inslee,

| write to emphasize the Centralia community’s intensifying concerns with the state-run COVID-
isolation facility and Department of Corrections holding center located at the Lakeview Inn. |
have yet to receive a response to any of the questions I sent you on May 19 on behalf of Lewis
County citizens, so am reliant on the ongoing reporting of local media to gather additional
information. What they have illuminated has only increased the outrage of local residents and
businesses.

One of the questions | posed to you on May 19 was: What criteria was used to conclude that a
motel in a commercial district in Centralia was the best option available to the Department of
Health (DOH)? The Chronicle Newspaper has reported that the Lakeview Inn was chosen
because, according to DOH staff, it would ease the commute for state employees.

From the first revelation that the state was dropping this COVID facility in the middle of
Centralia without notifying the community, to learning that the comfort and convenience of state
employees was a determining factor in this decision, the state has had its priorities totally
backward in each step of this process. Congress did not approve and send Washington state
hundreds of millions of dollars in federal COVID aid to prioritize the commutes of government
employees over the safety and well-being of the community it’s supposed to be serving.

The Lewis County Commission has justifiably demanded that this site be closed and relocated.
While it is with some relief that | read in the newspaper that the Department of Health may be
considering a more permanent location by the end of July, it would be prudent to commit to and
expedite that action.

Sincerely,

%Mﬁ«f@

Jaime Herrera Beutler
Member of Congress



